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What CAU Recommends:

>  Replace plastic and metal 
foil vents with 4” minimum 
diameter rigid metal vents.

>  Vent dryers directly to the 
outside in the shortest, 
straightest distance possible.

>  Insulate the dryer vent to 
protect it from lower outside 
temperatures.

>  Remind residents to clean 
the lint filter before or after 
drying every load and to 
read and follow the dryer 
manufacturer’s operating 
guidelines and suggested 
maintenance practices.

>  Inspect the dryer vent 
termination point at least 
annually for blockages, bird 
nests or the presence of 
other wildlife.

>  Never turn on a dryer and 
then leave the house.

>  Purchase and install a 
portable fire extinguisher in 
an accessible area near the 
laundry room.

Need More Information?

Additional information on 
dryer fires and dryer vents 
is available through the 
USFA (www.usfa.dhs.gov/
downloads/pdf/tfrs/v7i1.pdf) 
and Underwriters Laboratories 
(www.ul.com/consumers/
dryers.html). A variety of 
product safety information as 
well as recent and past product 
recalls relating to dryers is 
available through the CPSC 
(www.cpsc.gov/).

Associations may request 
additional information on this 
topic by contacting CAU’s Loss 
Control Department.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information presented by CAU in this Risk Management Guide is based on information from sources which we believe to be reliable, but is not guaranteed and 
may not be a complete statement of all available data. Any suggested actions recommended by CAU are based solely upon an analysis of available industry data and our best judgment. 
You are encouraged to have your legal counsel review all of your proposed plans and policies before implementing them.


