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Loss Scenario

A unit owner placed several lit 

candles on the kitchen counter 

next to an open window and 

left the room to vacuum. A 

short time later the smoke 

detector activated and the unit 

owner found the curtains and 

surrounding cabinets on fire. 

The kitchen was a total loss, 

and heat and water damage 

extended to the adjoining 

dining and family rooms as 

well as an adjacent unit.

Had the unit owner closed the 

window or secured the curtain, 

this loss could have been 

prevented.

 

Need More Information?

Additional information on 

candles and fire safety is 

available through the NFPA 

(www.nfpa.org) and the NCA 

(www.candles.org). A variety 

of product safety information 

as well as recent and past 

product recalls is available 

through the CPSC (www.cpsc.

gov).

Associations may request 

additional information on this 

topic by contacting CAU’s Loss 

Control Department.

2 Caufield Place, Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940  |  cauinsure.com 

Candle  
Safety



2 Caufield Place, Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940  |  cauinsure.com  |  CAU Risk Management Guide  P-4(4/07)

© 2007 by Community Association Underwriters of America, Inc., All Rights Reserved. 
Community Association Underwriters of America, Inc. does business as “Community Association Underwriters Agency” in New York and CAU in Nevada.

IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information presented by CAU in this Risk Management Guide is based on information from sources which we believe to be reliable, but is not guaranteed and 
may not be a complete statement of all available data. Any suggested actions recommended by CAU are based solely upon an analysis of available industry data and our best judgment. 
You are encouraged to have your legal counsel review all of your proposed plans and policies before implementing them.


