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What CAU Recommends:

Many associations believe 
that electrical upgrades are 
the responsibility of the unit 
owner. While this may be the 
case with your association, 
depending on the language 
contained in the governing 
documents, the association 
still has a vested interest in 
electrical upgrades because an 
electrical fire will likely trigger 
coverage under the association 
master policy. At a minimum, 
associations should consider 
the following: 
 
 >  Have a licensed electrician 

inspect electrical systems 
more than 30 years old

 >  Establish a plan and funding 
to replace old and obsolete 
electrical wiring

 >  Establish a plan and funding 
to replace obsolete electric 
panels

 >  Do not use power strips to 
provide additional outlets 

 >  Use the proper wattage light 
bulbs 

Need More Information?

Additional information on 
aging electrical systems is 
available through several 
sources including Underwriters 
Laboratories (www.ul.com), 
The National Fire Protection 
Association (www.nfpa.org), 
Electrical Safety Foundation 
International (www.esfi.org) 
and your local electric supplier. 
Associations may also request 
additional information on this 
topic by contacting CAU’s Loss 
Control Department.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information presented by CAU in this Risk Management Guide is based on information from sources which we believe to be reliable, but is not guaranteed and 
may not be a complete statement of all available data. Any suggested actions recommended by CAU are based solely upon an analysis of available industry data and our best judgment. 
You are encouraged to have your legal counsel review all of your proposed plans and policies before implementing them.


